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053267 

R 161008Z DEC 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5639 

UNCLAS BNGKOK 26178 

FOR: ORM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, TH, CB 

SUBJECT: UNSPONSORED KHMER REFUGEE - KIM SON 

REF: A. BANGKOK 26120 B . BANGKOK 26119 

1. KHMER REFUGEE KIM SON FIRST BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
AMERICAN EFFORT IN INDOCHINA IN 1968, WHEN AT THE AGE OF 15 
HE BEGAN FIGHTING WITH U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES MIKE FORCE 
ELEMENTS UNDER THE CONTROL OF B-43 AND B-20 TEAMS. IN APRIL 
1974 CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES/KHMER REPUBLIC HIRED HIM TO 
WORK IN ITS FIELD OPERATIONS AND MOBILE MEDICAL TEAM PROGRAMS. 

THE BASES FOR HIRING WERE (A) COMMENDATIONS FROM AMERICAN 
OFFICERS CITING THE INDIVIDUAL'S ABILITY TO WORK WELL UNDER 
STRESS CONDITIONS AND (B) HIS EXCELLENT COMMAND OF ENGLISH. 

2. MR. KIM SON CONTINUED TO WORK WITH CATHOLIC RELIEF SVCS/ 

KHMER REPUBLIC UNTIL THE MORNING OF THE FALL OF PHNOM PENH 
(17 APR 1975), AT WHICH TIME HE AND MR. KIEN SU (SEE REFTEL 
BANGKOK 26119) WERE FORCED SOUTHEAST INTO A WORK CAMP 

25 KILOMETERS FROM THE VIETNAMESE BORDER. IN SEPTEMBER THE 
TWO MEN WERE MOVED TO ANOTHER WORK CAMP IN BATTAMBANG PROVINCE. 
THEY ESCAPED FROM THIS SECOND CAMP INTO THAILAND AT THEIR 
FIRST OPPORTUNITY IN NOVEMBER 1975. 

3. IN VIEW OF KIM SON’S LONG ASSOCIATION WITH THE U.S., AND 
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AND LOCAL EMPLOYEE SALARIES WERE HEAVILY SUPPORTED BY USAID 
FUNDING DURING THE CAMBODIAN WAR, THIS INDIVIDUAL IS RECOM- 
MENDED FOR PAROLE INTO THE U.S. FOR URGENT HUMANITARIAN REASONS. 

4. FATHER ROBERT CHARLEBOIS, FORMER SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR FOR CATHOLIC RELIEF SVCS, U.S.C.C., IS PERSONALLY 
INTERESTED IN THIS CASE. PLEASE CABLE HIM AT CATHWEL NEW YORK 
UPON RECEIPT OF THIS TELEGRAM. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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